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Appendix K 
SENSITIVE SPECIES LIST 

 
 
The attached list was compiled by Dr. Peter Brussard, University of Nevada at Reno, with input from Brian Williams, Garcia and Associates.  
The species listed herein are associated with Placer County habitats and have been identified as potentially sensitive or declining.  This 
working list  represents the current state of knowledge, and is likely to change as new information is collected and further biological research 
is conducted throughout the course of this Program.  The inclusion of a species in this appendix simply means that the Program has 
recognized its potential sensitivity and dependence upon Placer County natural communities.  It does not necessarily imply that Placer 
Legacy will (or can) develop specific implementation measures to address the conservation or recovery of that species.  Sensitive species 
identified by the FWS and DFG as high priority for HCP/NCCP planning are presented in bold. 
 

Appendix K. Sensitive Species 
List 

     

SCIENTIFIC NAME COMMON NAME PLACER 
COUNTY? 

FED / STATE 
STATUS

PRIORITY   CONSERVATION SCALE ECO-REGIONS HABITAT TYPE HABITAT DETAILS 

FISHES        
SALMONIDAE        
Onchohynchus 
mykiss spp. 

Central Valley 
steelhead 

yes proposed 
endangered / none

2  drainage basin GV VFAR Sacramento River and 
tributaries; late fall run and 
perhaps early winter run are 
in Dry Creek and possibly 
Bear River 

Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha 

Spring-run chinook 
salmon 

yes none / candidate 
endangered

2  drainage basin GV, SNF VFAR Sacrament River and 
tributaries; Bear River in 
Placer county 

Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha 

Fall-run chinook 
salmon 

yes none / SC 2  drainage basin GV, SNF VFAR Sacramento River and 
tributaries; Bear River and 
Dry Creek in Placer County 

Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha 

Winter-run chinook 
salmon 

historical endangered / 
endangered

3  drainage basin GV, SNF VFAR Sacramento River and 
tributaries; not currently 
known from Placer County 
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Salmo clarki 
henshawi 

Lahontan cutthroat 
trout 

yes threatened / none 2  drainage basin SN MAR East slope streams of 
Lahontan drainage; wide 
habitat tolerance; need 
flowing  streams with clean, 
gravel bottoms to spawn 

CYPRINIDAE        
Pogonichthyes 
macrolepidotus 

Sacramento 
splittail 

? proposed 
threatened / SC

3  regional GV VFAR slow-moving stretches of the 
main rivers and delta; 
probably not in Placer County 

         
AMPHIBIANS        
AMBYSTOMATIDAE        
Ambystoma 
californiense 

California tiger 
salamander 

? candidate / SC 3 No records; 
potential habitat 
in west county 

local GV VGVP annual grassland and in 
grassy understory of valley-
foothill habitats; breeds in 
vernal pools 

PELOBATIDAE        
Scaphiopus 
hammondii 

Western spadefoot 
toad 

yes SC / SC 1c  local GV, SNF annual grassland, montane-
hardwood, orchard vinyard 
habitats below 1360 m.  
Breeds in any shallow 
standing water 

RANIDAE        
Rana aurora 
draytonii 

California red-
legged frog 

historical threatened / SC 3 Known only from 
Michigan Bluff 
and Dutch Flat 

local GV, SNF VFAR near quiet, permanent pools 
of streams, marshes, and 
occasionally ponds 

Rana boylii Foothill yellow-
legged frog 

yes SC  /  SC 2  local SNF VFAR in or near rocky streams in a 
variety of foothill habitats 

Rana muscosa Mountain yellow-
legged frog 

yes SC  /  SC 2  local SN MAR within a few feet of water in 
montane riparian, lodepole 
pine, subalpine conifer, and 
wet meadow habitats 

Hydromantes 
platycephalus 

Mount Lyell 
salamander 

? SC  /  SC possible 
occurrence 
along Sierran 
crest 

    

         
REPTILES        
EMYDIDAE        
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Clemmys marmorata 
marmorata 

Northwestern pond 
turtle 

yes SC  /  SC   GV, SNF, SN permanent or nearly 
permanent water below 1830 
m; lays egges in sandy banks
or hillsides with high humidity 

IGUANIDAE        
Phrynosoma 
coronatum frontale 

CA. horned lizard yes SC  /  SC 1c historically low 
foothills to low 
mts.; still in 
upper foothills 

local GV, SNF valley-foothill hardwood, 
conifer, riparian, annual 
grassland; needs loose soil 
for eggs 

BOIDAE        
Charina bottae Rubber boa yes SC / protected 2  local SN SNF montane forest habitats near 

streams or wet meadows 

COLUBRIDAE        
Thammophis gigas Giant garter snake no threatened / 

threatened
3 possible in west 

county sloughs 
near rice lands 

local GV VFAR streams with dense 
vegetative cover, irrigation 
ditches, and ricefields 

         
BIRDS        
PODICIPEDIDAE        
Podiceps nigricollis Eared grebe historical may be CSC in 

future
one breeding 
record from 
Lake Tahoe 

    

ARDEIDAE        
Ardea alba Great egret (rookery) yes none / none    VFAR   

Ardea herodias Great blue heron 
(rookery) 

yes none / none    VFAR   

Botaurus lentiginosus American bittern yes tracked by CNDDB    VFAR   
Egretta thula Snowy egret 

(rookery) 
? none / none small nrs. 

present last 
summer; no 
known rookery 

  VFAR   

Ixobrychus exilis Least bittern ? SC / SC could occur in 
marshes of west 
county 

  VFAR   

Nycticorax nycticorax Black-crowned night 
heron (rookery) 

? none / none potential 
rookeries in 
Coon Creek, 
Auburn Ravine, 
others 

  VFAR   
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ANATIDAE        
Anser albifrons 
gambelli 

Tule white-fronted 
goose 

? may be CSC in 
future

     

Branta canadensis 
leucopareia 

Aleutian Canada 
goose (wintering) 

yes threatened / none      

Branta canadensis 
minima 

Cackling Canada 
goose  

 may be CSC in 
future

     

Aythya valisineria Canvasback ? none / SC could potentially 
nest in west 
county or Martis 
Valley 

    

Aythyaamericana Redhead ? may be CSC in 
future

could potentially 
nest in Martis 
Valley 

    

Histrionicus 
histrionicus 

Harlequin duck 
(nesting) 

yes SC / SC      

Bucephala islandica Barrow's goldeneye historical none / SC potential habitat 
in Sierra; still 
could nest 
irregularly 

    

ACCIPITRIDAE        
Accipiter cooperi Cooper's hawk 

(nesting) 
yes none / SC      

Accipiter gentilis Northern goshawk yes SC / SC 2  landscape SN SNF middle and high elevation 
LSOG conifer forests 
interspersed with meadows, 
other openings, and riparian 
areas 

Accipiter striatus Sharp-shinned hawk 
(nesting) 

yes none / SC      

Aquila chrysaetos Golden eagle yes none / SC      
Buteo regalis Ferruginous hawk 

(wintering) 
yes SC / SC      

Buteo swainsoni Swainson's hawk yes none / threatened 1b  landscape SN VGVP grassland or cropland with 
scattered, large trees or small
groves; nests in open riparian 
or oak savanna 

Buteo lagopus Rough-legged hawk 
(wintering) 

yes none / none rare and 
sensitive to 
habitat (wet 
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meadows, 
marshes, 
riparian) 

Circus cyaneus Northern harrier 
(nesting) 

yes none / SC      

Elanus leucurus White-tailed kite 
(nesting) 

yes none / DFG 
protected

     

Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus 

Bald eagle (nesting, 
wintering) 

yes threatened / 
endangered

1b seen in summer; 
no known nest 
sites 

local GV, SNF, SN large bodies of water or free-
flowing rivers with abundant 
fish and adjacent snags and 
other perches.  Nest in large 
trees. 

Pandion haliaetus Osprey (nesting) yes none / SC      
FALCONIDAE        
Falco columbarius Merlin yes none / SC      
Falco mexicanus Prairie falcon 

(nesting) 
yes none / SC no known nest 

sites 
    

Falco peregrinus Peregrine falcon yes threatened / 
endangered

2 seen in breeding 
season in Sierra; 
no known nests 

local GV, SNF, SN riparian areas and wetlands 
with nearby cliffs and ledges; 
breed near wetlands, lakes, 
and rivers on high cliffs 

RALLIDAE        
Laterallus 
jamaicensis 
coturniculus 

California black rail yes SC / threatened 2 known from two 
occurrences 

local GV VFAR salt, brackish, and freshwater 
emergent wetlands 

Porzana carolina Sora yes may be CSC in 
future

     

CHARADRIIDAE        
Charadrius 
montanus 

Mountain plover no candidate / SC 3 possible 
historical 
wintering; single 
migration record

local GV VGVP/AG short grasslands and plowed 
fields 

LARIDAE        
Chlidonias niger Black tern ? SC / SC migrant; no 

known nesting 
records, but 
suitable habitat 
in rice fields 

    

CUCULIDAE        



Appendix K 

A-6 

Coccyzus americanus Yellow-billed cuckoo 
(nesting) 

historical none / endangered nested along 
Auburn Ravine 
at Lincoln 
around 1900 

    

Geococcys 
californianus 

Greater roadrunner yes none / none formerly 
uncommon 
resident; no 
records since 
1980s. 

    

STRIGIDAE        
Asio flammeus Short-eared owl 

(nesting) 
? none / SC spring records 

suggest 
occasional 
nesting; not 
confirmed 

  VGVP   

Asio otus Long-eared owl 
(nesting) 

yes none / SC      

Athene cunicularia Burrowing owl yes SC / SC 1b  local GV, SNF, SN VGVP/AG open, dry habitats with 
perches and mammal 
burrows 

Strix nebulosa Great grey owl ? none / endangered no confirmed 
records; 
probably occurs 
and may nest 

  SNF   

Strix occidentalis 
occidentalis 

California spotted 
owl 

yes SC / SC 1b  landscape SNF, SN SNF dense, LSOG forests on 
north-facing slopes in 
summer; may move 
downslope into oak habitats 
in winter 

CAPRIMULGIDAE        
Chordeiles acutipennis Lesser nighthawk ? none / none may breed in 

west county 
    

Chordeiles minor Common nighthawk yes unusual 
population on 
Mehrten 
formation 
grasslands 

    

APODIDAE        
Chaetura vauxi Vaux's swift yes none / SC      
Cypseloides niger Black swift (nesting) yes none / SC      
TYRANNIDAE        
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Empidonax trailii Willow flycatcher yes none / endangered 1b known from 3 
recent breeding 
localities 

local SN MAR broad, open river valleys or 
large mountain meadows with
dense willow thickets 

LANIIDAE        
Lanius ludovicianus Loggerhead shrike yes SC / SC      
ALAUDIDAE        
Eremophila alpestris 
rubia 

Lassen County 
horned lark 

yes may be CSC in 
future

   VGVP   

HIRUNDINIDAE        
Progne subis Purple martin 

(nesting) 
historical none / SC historical 

records from 
Auburn and 
Lincoln; no 
recent summer 
records 

    

Riparia riparia Bank swallow 
(nesting) 

yes none / threatened 3 single breeding 
record near Bear 
River 

local SN VFAR riparian habitats with vertical 
cliffs and banks with fine-
textured or sandy soil  

MUSCICAPIDAE        
Catharus ustulatus Swainson's thrush yes may be CSC in 

future
     

PARULIDAE        
Dendroica petechia 
brewsteri 

Yellow warbler 
(nesting) 

yes none / SC      

Icteria virens Yellow-breasted chat 
(nesting) 

yes none / SC      

EMBERIZIDAE        
Ammodramus 
savannarum 

Grasshopper 
sparrow 

yes may be CSC in 
future

     

Amphispiza belli belli Bell's sage sparrow yes SC / SC      
Spizella atrogularis Black-chinned 

sparrow 
yes may be CSC in 

future
     

Spizella breweri Brewer's sparrow yes tracked by CNDDB      
Spizella passerina Chipping sparrow yes may be CSC in 

future
     

Pooecetes gramineus 
affinis 

Oregon vesper 
sparrow 

? none / none some (unknown 
ssp.) winter in 
small numbers 
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in western 
grasslands 

Melospiza melodia 
mailliardi 

Sacramento Valley 
song sparrow 

yes may be CSC in 
future

     

ICTERIDAE        
Agelaius tricolor Tricolored blackbird 

(nesting) 
yes SC / SC      

Xanthocephalus 
xanthocephalus 

Yellow-headed 
blackbird 

yes may be CSC in 
future

     

FRINGILIDAE        
Leucosticte arctoa 
dawsoni 

SN gray-crowned 
rosy finch 

yes may be CSC in 
future

     

Pinicola enucleator 
californica 

California pine 
grosbeak 

yes may be CSC in 
future

     

Carduelis lawrencei Lawrence's goldfinch yes may be CSC in 
future

     

         
MAMMALS        
VESPERTILIONIDAE        
Antrozous pallidus Pallid bat ? none / SC      
Plecotus townsendii 
townsendii 

Townsend's big-
eared bat 

historical SC / SC      

Euderma maculatum Spotted bat ? SC / SC      
Myotis ciliolabrum Small-footed myotis ? SC / none      
Myotis evotis Long-eared myotis historical SC / none      
Myotis thysanodes Fringed myotis historical SC / none      
Myotis volans Long-legged myotis historical SC / none      
Myotis yumanensis Yuma myotis yes SC / SC      
MOLOSSIDAE        
Eumops perotis Western mastiff bat ? SC / SC newly 

discovered 
populations 
suggest that it 
may occur in 
canyons 

    

LEPORIDAE        



Appendix K 

A-9 

Lepus americanus 
tahoensis 

Sierra Nevada 
snowshoe hare 

yes SC / SC    SNF   

Lepus townsendii White-tailed hare historical none / SC at least one 
record from 
Tahoe City 

  SNF   

APLODONTIDAE        
Aplodontia rufa 
californica 

Sierra Nevada moun 
tain beaver 

yes SC / SC    MAR   

SCIURIDAE        
Tamias speciosus 
speciosus 

Lodgepole chipmunk yes SC / none    SNF   

HETEROMYIDAE        
Dipodomys 
californicus eximus 

Marysville Kangaroo 
Rat 

? SC / SC species occurs, 
ssp. unknown.  
This taxon 
described from 
Sutter Buttes 

  VFAR   

Perognathus inornatus 
inornatus 

San Joaquin pocket 
mouse 

yes SC / none may occur in 
western county 

  VFAR   

CANIDAE        
Vulpes vulpes 
necator 

Sierra Nevada red 
fox 

historical SC / threatened 2  landscape SN SNF variety of alpine zone and 
montane zone habitats; 
prefers forests interspersed 
with meadows or alpine fell-
fields 

PROCYONIDAE        
Bassariscus astutus Ringtail  yes none / none      
MUSTELIDAE        
Gulo gulo luteus California 

wolverine 
historical SC / threatened 3  regional SN SNF mixed conifer, red fir, 

lodgepole pine, subalpine 
conifer, alpine dwarf shrub, 
wet meadow, and montane 
riparian 

Martes americana  Pine marten yes none / none    SNF   
Martes pennanti 
pacifica 

Pacific fisher  historical SC / SC    SNF   

Taxidea taxus American badger yes None / None      
         
INVERTEBRATES        
HELMINTHOGLYPTI
DAE 
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Monadenia 
mormonum buttoni 

Button's Sierra 
sideband snail 

no SC / none      

BRANCHYNECTIDAE        
Branchinecta lynchi Vernal pool fairy 

shrimp 
? threatened / none 1c  local GV VGVP deeper vernal pools that 

retain water throughout the 
spring 

TRIOPSIDAE        
Lepidurus packardi Vernal pool tadpole 

shrimp 
? endangered / none 1c  local GV VGVP deeper vernal pools that 

retain water throughout the 
spring 

LINDERIELLIDAE        
Linderiella occidentalis California linderiella ? none / none    VGVP   
CAPNIIDAE        
Capnia lacustra Lake Tahoe benthic 

stonefly 
yes SC / none   SN   

RYACOPHILIDAE        
Ryacophila spinata Spiny rhyacophilan 

caddisfly 
? SC / none      

CERAMBYDICAE        
Desmocerus 
californicus 
dimorphus 

Valley elderberry 
longhorn beetle 

yes threatened / none 1c  local GV VFAR stands of elderberry in 
riparian areas and nearby 
grasslands and oak 
woodlands 

         
PLANTS        
APIACEAE        
Perideridia bacigalupi Bacigalupi's 

perideridia 
yes none / none    perennial forb; chaparral, 

pine woodland 450-1000 m, 
UNCOMMON 

ASTERACEAE        
Balsamorhiza 
macrolepis var. 
macrolepis 

Big-scale balsamroot yes none / none    perennial forb; open grassy 
slopes, valleys < 1400 m 

Erigeron miser Starved daisy ? none / none    perennial forb; rocky sites, 
1900-2300 m; UNCOMMON 

Pyrrocoma 
(Haplopappus) lucida 

Sticky haplopappus yes none / none    perennial forb; alkaline clay 
flats, open forest, 700-1600 
m 

BERBERIDACEAE        
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Berberis aquifolium 
var. repens 

Truckee barberry yes endangered / 
endangered

1c  local SN slopes and in canyons in 
coniferous forest, oak 
woodland, and chaparrral 
from 1000 to 7000 feet in 
elevation 

BRASSICACEAE        
Arabis rigidissima var. 
demota 

Carson Range rock 
cress 

? SC / none    perennial forb; rocky areas at 
edges of aspen groves, 2300-
2400 m 

Draba asterophora 
var. asterophora 

Tahoe draba yes none / none    perennial forb, rock crevices, 
alpine barrens, > 2500 m; 
RARE 

Rorippa 
subumbulata 

Tahoe yellow-cress yes SC / endangered 1c  regional SN shifting, sandy beaches near 
the lake margin 

CAMPANULACEAE        
Downingia pusilla 
(humilis) 

Dwarf downingia ? none / none    annual forb; vernal pools, 
roadside ditches, < 150 m 

Legenere limosa Legenere ? SC / none    annual forb; wet areas, vernal 
pools; emergent or terrestrial; 
RARE 

CARYOPHYLLACEA
E 

       

Silene invisa Hidden-petaled 
campion 

yes none / none    perennial herb; open areas, 
coniferous forest 900-2800 
m; UNCOMMON 

CISTACEAE        
Helianthemum 
scoparium 
(suffrutescens) 

Peak rush rose yes none / none    perennial evergreen shrub; 
dry sandy or rocky soil of 
hills, slopes, ridges, < 1500 m

DROSERACEAE        
Drosera anglica English sundew yes none / none    annual or perennial forb; 

swamps, bogs, 1300-2000 m, 
RARE 

ERICACEAE        
Arctostaphylos 
mewukka ssp. truei 

True's manzanita yes none / none    shrub; chaparral, coniferous 
forest 500-850 m, 
UNCOMMON 

FABACEAE        
Astragalus 
pauperculus 

Depauperate 
milkvetch 

yes none / none    annual forb; open, vernally 
moist volcanic clay, 150-600 
m; RARE
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m; RARE 

HYDROPHYLLACEA
E 

       

Phacelia stebbinsii Stebbins phacelia ? SC / none    annual forb; gravelly soils, 
meadows, coniferous forest, 
1000-1600 m, RARE 

ONAGRACEAE        
Clarkia mildrediae Mildred's clarkia yes none / none    annual forb; yellow pine 

forest, 500-1600 m; 
UNCOMMON 

POLYMONIACEAE        
Navarretia eriocephala Hoary navarretia yes none / none    annual forb; heavy soil of 

seasonally wet flats, < 400 m;
UNCOMMON 

POLYGONACEAE        
Eriogonum 
umbellatum var. 
torreyanum 

Donner Pass 
buckwheat 

yes SC / none    perennial subshrub; rocky 
meadows, outcrops; 2100-
2400 m, RARE 

PORTULACACEAE        
Lewisia cantelovii 
(serrata) 

Saw-toothed Lewisia yes SC / none    perennial forb; granite cliff 
faces, rocky outcrops; 400-
1300 m; RARE 

Lewisia longipetala Long-petaled Lewisia ? SC / none    perennial forb; crevices in 
granitic rocks, 2500-2800 m; 
RARE 

ROSACEAE        
Ivesia sericoleuca Plumas ivesia yes SC / none    perennial forb; dry, generally 

volcanic meadows; 1500-
2200 m, RARE 

SCROPHULARIACEA
E 

       

Cordylanthus mollis 
ssp. hispidus 

Hispid bird's-beak ? SC / none    annual root parasite; saline 
marshes and flats, < 10 m, 
RARE 

Gratiola 
heterosepala 

Boggs Lake hedge-
hyssop 

yes none / endangered 1c  local GV, SNF shallow water and along the 
margins of vernal pools at 
elevations lower than 4000 
feet 

VIOLACEAE        
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Viola tomentosa Wooly violet ? none / none    annual or perennial forb; dry, 
gravelly places 1500-2000 m, 
RARE 

ALISMATACEAE        
Sagittaria sanfordii Sanford's arrowhead ? SC / none    tuberous perennial forb; 

ponds, ditches, < 300 m, 
UNCOMMON 

JUNCACEAE        
Juncus leiospermus 
var. ahartii 

Ahart's dwarf rush ? SC / none    annual forb; vernal pool 
margins, 50-100 m; RARE 

Juncus leiospermus 
var. leiospermus 

Red Bluff dwarf rush ? none / none    annual forb; vernal pool 
margins, wet places in 
chaparral, woodland, 50-500 
m, RARE 

LILIACEAE        
Chlorogalum 
grandiflorum 

Red Hills soaproot yes SC / none    bulbous perennial forb; 
serpentine outcrops, open 
shrubby or wooded hills, 300-
500 m, RARE 

Fritillaria agrestis Stinkbells yes none / none    bulbous perennial forb; clay 
depressions or other low, 
heavy soils, < 500 m, 
UNCOMMON 

Fritillaria eastwoodiae Butte County fritillary ? SC / none    bulbous perennial forb; dry 
benches and slopes, 500-
1500 m, UNCOMMON 

ORCHIDACEAE        
Cypripedium 
fasciculatum 

Clustered lady-
slipper 

yes SC / none    perennial forb; open 
coniferous forest, 100-1700 
m, RARE 

POACEAE        
Glyceria grandis American 

mannagrass 
? none / none          rhizomatous perennial grass; 

wet places, meadows, lake 
and stream margins, < 500 
m, RARE in CA 

 


